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SITE ANALYSIS
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PLAYGROUND PARKING LOT ADJACENT TO POND KEY MAP

PAVILION RESTROOM

1
2

3

4

1 2

3 4

EXISTING CONDITIONS PHOTOS

PLAYGROUND SIZE 5,300 S.F.
SWINGS 2 STRAPS, 2 BUCKETS
2-5 PLAY EQUIPMENT YES
5-12 PLAY EQUIPMENT YES
SENSORY PLAY EQUIPMENT NO
PLAY EQUIPMENT CONDITION MODERATE - POOR
SAFETY SURFACING WOOD MULCH
PLAYGROUND ACCESS LIMITED
ADA ACCESSIBLE PATH
FROM PARKING

YES

SEATING 4 BENCHES
PAVILION W/ PICNIC TABLES YES
DISTANCE TO RESTROOM 350 FT.
DISTANCE TO PAVILION 270 FT.
DISTANCE TO PARKING 70 FT.
NEARBY OUTDOOR
RECREATION

SOFTBALL FIELD, BASEBALL FIELD, 
SOCCER FIELD, TENNIS COURTS

FLOOD CONDITION FLOOD HAZARD AREA
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In a survey we conducted with parents across the country, 57%  

mistakenly believed that playgrounds are required by the Americans 

with Disabilities Act (ADA) to include elements designed for  

children with Down syndrome, sensory disorders, and visual and  

hearing impairments.

In reality, current ADA standards primarily require that playgrounds  

be accessible for those who use a wheelchair or other mobility aid.

We need to go beyond accessibility and design playgrounds that are 

truly inclusive.

Inclusive Play    3

ACCESSIBILITY  
VS. INCLUSIVITY

What is an inclusive playground?  A universally designed, sensory-rich  

environment that enables all children to develop physically, socially and emotionally.  

An engaging place that provides the just-right level of challenge and offers  

opportunities to succeed. A well-designed place that addresses all levels of ability. 

A place that goes beyond minimum accessibility to create play experiences that 

meet a variety of needs and interests.

At an inclusive playground, children of all abilities can interact with each other  

and do what all kids want to do: play.

A valuable asset  Investing in an inclusive playground can be a strategic boost  

for any community. Playgrounds that truly welcome everyone will attract countless 

visitors to your area. 

Specific learning disabilities

Speech or language impairment

Other health impairments 

Autism 

Developmental delay

Intellectual disability 

Emotional disturbance

Multiple disabilities 

Hearing impairment

Orthopedic impairment

Traumatic brain injury

Visual impairment

Deaf-blindess

Students with 
Disabilities

There are many  
types of disabilities 

The 1%  
(Orthopedic  
Impairments)  
that falls into the  
ADA target

Source: National Center  
for Education Statistics, 2019.
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A COMPARISON

ACCESSIBLE PLAY 
ACCOMMODATES:

STUDENTS WITH 
PHYSICAL 
DISABILITIES

INCLUSIVE PLAY 
ACCOMMODATES:
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6    PLAY FOR ALL

Inclusive and thrilling playgrounds 
with universal design
Usable designs that unite in play

An important intention of the United 
Nations’ Declaration on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities is to make public 
services and facilities equally accessible 
and welcoming for all citizens. It is called 
inclusion. The mission of inclusive play is 
to unite everyone and all abilities in play. 

Inclusion vs. integration
Inclusion is a term coined during the 
1990’s. It replaced the term “integration”, 
as “integration” suggests that individuals 
who are not like the norm are kept and 
treated in special units. The term “inclu-
sion” suggests that there is no one norm, 
but many norms, and we all contribute 
to and benefit from society in varying 
degrees throughout life. The focus of the 
term inclusion is on what people can do, 
not what they cannot do. The illustration, 
based on the UNESCO Salamanca Decla-
ration, says it all:

Figure 1

Exclusion

Integration

Segregation

Inclusion

01.07.2025
SOURCE: LANDSCAPE STRUCTURES & KOMPAN

“MISSION: DESIGN PLAYGROUNDS 
THAT ARE NOT ONLY ACCESSIBLE, 
BUT TRULY INCLUSIVE.”

DESIGN MISSION
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ACCESSIBILITY VS. INCLUSIVITY

01.07.2025
SOURCE: ADA & LANDSCAPE STRUCTURES 

WHAT IS AN ACCESSIBLE PLAYGROUND?

ONE THAT OFFERS A RANGE OF PLAY 
EXPERIENCES TO CHILDREN OF VARYING 
ABILITIES.

WHAT IS AN INCLUSIVE PLAYGROUND?

UNIVERSALLY DESIGNED, SENSORY-
RICH ENVIRONMENT THAT ENABLES 
ALL CHILDREN TO DEVELOP 
PHYSICALLY, COGNITIVELY, SOCIALLY 
AND EMOTIONALLY, REGARDLESS OF 
DIFFERENCES IN THEIR ABILITIES. 
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1. PROVIDE AN ACCESSIBLE ROUTE

2. PROVIDE ACCESSIBLE GROUND SURFACES

3. PROVIDE RAMPS OR TRANSFER PLATFORMS TO ELEVATED PLAY COMPONENTS

4. PROVIDE VARIED PLAY COMPONENTS ALONG AN ACCESSIBLE ROUTE

5. PROVIDE GROUND-LEVEL PLAY COMPONENTS

6. EVALUATE PLAY AREA DESIGN FOR ACCESSIBILITY

DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR ACCESSIBLE PLAY
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1. BE FAIR - EQUITABLE USE 

2. BE INCLUDED - FLEXIBILITY IN USE 

3. BE INDEPENDENT - PERCEPTIBLE INFORMATION

4. BE SMART - SIMPLE AND INTUITIVE USE 

5. BE SAFE - TOLERANCE FOR ERROR 

6. BE ACTIVE - LOW PHYSICAL EFFORT 

7. BE COMFORTABLE - SIZE AND SPACE FOR APPROACH AND USE 

SOURCE: CENTER FOR UNIVERSAL DESIGN AT NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY 

DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR INCLUSIVE PLAY
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INCLUSIVE PLAY ELEMENTS ADDRESS:

SOCIAL / EMOTIONAL CHALLENGES

ACCESS / SAFETY / COMFORT

PHYSICAL CHALLENGES

SENSORY CHALLENGES

COGNITIVE CHALLENGES

COMMUNICATION CHALLENGES

COOPERATION, DRAMATIC + IMAGINATIVE PLAY

GROSS MOTOR / FINE MOTOR SKILLS, FLEXIBILITY, ACCESSIBILITY, HEALTH RISK 

TACTILE, VISUAL, AUDITORY, SMELL, VESTIBULAR, PROPRIOCEPTIVE, INTROCEPTIVE

CREATIVITY, SENSE OF ACCOMPLISHMENT, PROBLEM-SOLVING, RISK ASSESSMENT

DEVELOPMENT OF RECEPTIVE + EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE

SOURCE: PLAYCORE
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MULTI-SENSORY PLAY  It’s important to provide all children with the opportunity to develop their 
senses at the right periods of their lives in order to foster proper development.

For example, sensory play panels help children enhance their cognitive, tactile, sensory/motor, 
emotional/social and language skills with self-led exploration. The built-in elements on the  
interactive Sensory Play Center® encourage kids to explore a variety of textures, shapes, sounds, 
colors and imaginative moments.

Marble Panel® and Optigear Panel®

Sensory Play Center® 

MUSIC Music play is naturally calming and allows kids to feel successful. The easy roll-up access 
of the Rhapsody® chimes, metallophones and drums invites children of all abilities and families to 
make music together. The tuning of the melodic instruments makes every composition  
sound beautiful. 

To see all of our inclusive play options, visit playlsi.com/inclusive-play

Cascata® Bells

Grandioso® Chimes

Inclusive Play    13 14    playlsi.com/inclusive-play • 888.438.6574 • 763.972.5200

SOCIAL/IMAGINATIVE  It’s important to create opportunities for all levels of social interaction.  
Imaginative play is where children get to “try on” the many roles and activities of life. This helps develop 
“whole child” learning. 

Components like the We-saw™ and Sway Fun® Glider encourage cooperation and build camaraderie as all 
play together. Components like the Cozy Dome® provide a place where children can slip away to explore 
quieter play adventures.

Smart Play® Market Cafe We-saw™

Sway Fun® Glider

Cozy Dome®

01.07.2025
SOURCE: LANDSCAPE STRUCTURES 

PHYSICAL + SENSORY + COGNITIVE SENSORY + SOCIAL  COMFORT + SOCIAL + PHYSICAL 
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SLIDING Sliding integrates multiple senses, including vestibular, tactile and proprioception.  
On the Rollerslide, the rollers provide a deep pressure tactile input that many children, especially 
those with sensory disorders, crave as a calming influence. Horizontal rolling like the Roller TableTM 
lets children slide back and forth on all sides of their bodies, which allows for proprioceptive and  
tactile stimulation, and challenges upper body strength.

Rollerslide

Roller TableTM 

12    playlsi.com/inclusive-play • 888.438.6574 • 763.972.52008    playlsi.com/inclusive-play • 888.438.6574 • 763.972.5200

SPINNING  Multidimensional movements like spinning and rotating supply children’s brains with 
valuable, complex vestibular and proprioceptive information. This connects input from head  
and body position in space, helping children maintain proper body posture and balance while  
they play.

Consider equipment that offers thoughtful benefits like high-backed support (like on the OmniSpin® 
Spinner) or convenient wheelchair access (like the We-Go-Round®). Both of these also provide 
opportunities for interchangeable roles and group interaction.

We-Go-Round®

OmniSpin® Spinner Chill® Spinner

Inclusive Play    9

SWINGING  The back-and-forth movement of swinging provides a child’s nervous system with a 
wealth of visual, vestibular and proprioceptive stimulation as they learn how their bodies move 
in space and how much effort it takes to increase or decrease their speed.

Integrating many options for swinging offers lots of ways to build vestibular senses. For example, 
the Oodle® Swing and the Friendship® Swing are designed to encourage social play while swinging. 
And ZipKrooz® Assisted provides every child with the linear experience of flying.   
To see all of our inclusive play options, visit playlsi.com/inclusive-play

ZipKrooz® Assisted

Friendship® Swing

Oodle® Swing

01.07.2025
SOURCE: LANDSCAPE STRUCTURES 

SOCIAL + PHYSICAL + SENSORY SOCIAL + PHYSICAL + SENSORY SOCIAL + PHYSICAL + SENSORY
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I N C L U S I V E  P L AY  P R E C E D E N T S
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BLOOMINGDALE PLAYGROUND (RAMP STRUCTURE PLAY)
NEW YORK, NY
YEAR BUILT: 2019
SIZE: APPROX. 6,000 S.F.
INCLUSIVE PLAY ELEMENTS:

6,000 S.F.

ACCESS / SAFETY / COMFORT
SOCIAL / EMOTIONAL
PHYSICAL
SENSORY
COGNITIVE
COMMUNICATION

0’ 60’30’
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BLOOMINGDALE PLAYGROUND - INCLUSIVE PLAY ELEMENTS

SENSORY PANELS
SENSORY+COGNITIVE

RAMP
ACCESS+EMOTIONAL+
SENSORY

CRAWL TUNNELS 
SENSORY+PHYSICAL

PLAY STRUCTURE
PHYSICAL+SENSORY+COGNITIVE

SENSORY PANELS
SENSORY+COGNITIVE

IMAGINATION STALL 
SENSORY+COGNITIVE

BOLLARD ACTIVATED SPLASH 
PAD SENSORY+COGNITIVE+
COMMUNICATION

SHADE
COMFORT+
SENSORY

SWIGGLE STIX 
PHYSICAL+SENSORY+
COGNITIVE

SLIDE
SENSORY+PHYSICAL

ART
SENSORY+EMOTIONAL

GLIDER
ACCESS+SOCIAL+

SENSORY+PHYSICAL

SAFETY SURFACE 
ACCESS+SAFETY+SENSORY
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ANDERSON PLAYGROUND (NATURE PLAY)
LOCATION: PITTSBURGH, PA
YEAR BUILT: 2024
SIZE: APPROX. 5,200 S.F.
INCLUSIVE PLAY ELEMENTS:

ACCESS / SAFETY / COMFORT
SOCIAL / EMOTIONAL
PHYSICAL
SENSORY
COGNITIVE

0’ 60’30’

SITE AERIAL

5,200 S.F.
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ANDERSON PLAYGROUND - INCLUSIVE PLAY ELEMENTS

ROCKER
SOCIAL+SENSORY+PHYSICAL

SEESAW
SOCIAL+PHYSICAL

PLAY STRUCTURE
PHYSICAL+SENSORY+COGNITIVE NET STRUCTURE 

SOCIAL+SENSORY+
PHYSICAL+ COGNITIVE

SPINNER
SENSORY+PHYSICAL

SEAT WALL
COMFORT+
SOCIAL

SAFETY SURFACE 
ACCESS+SAFETY+ SENSORY

SHADE+TABLE+SEATING
COMFORT+SOCIAL
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ZIEHLER PLAYGROUND (INNOVATIVE PLAY)
LOCATION: PHILADELPHIA, PA
YEAR BUILT: APRIL 2024
SIZE: APPROX. 6,700 S.F.
INCLUSIVE PLAY ELEMENTS:

ACCESS / SAFETY / COMFORT
SOCIAL/ EMOTIONAL
PHYSICAL
SENSORY
COGNITIVE
COMMUNICATION

0’ 60’30’

SITE AERIAL

6,700 S.F.
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ZIEHLER PLAYGROUND - INCLUSIVE PLAY ELEMENTS

SOURCE: KOMPAN 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
SENSORY

PLAY MOUND
SOCIAL+SENSORY+

COGNITIVE
SLIDE
SENSORY+PHYSICAL

PLAY STRUCTURE
PHYSICAL+SENSORY+COGNITIVE

FITNESS EQUIPMENT 
PHYSICAL+SENSORY

SAFETY SURFACE 
ACCESS+SAFETY+ SENSORY

SWINGS
SENSORY+PHYSICAL+SOCIAL

SIGNAGE
COMMUNICATION

TABLE+SEATING
COMFORT+SOCIAL

SHADE STRUCTURE+ TABLE+SEATING
COMFORT+SOCIAL
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BLOOMINGDALE PLAYGROUND
6,000 SF

ANDERSON PLAYGROUND
5,200 SF

NATURE PLAY ? RAMP PLAY INNOVATIVE PLAY

PASCACK BROOK COUNTY PARK
5,300 SF

ZIEHLER PLAYGROUND
6,700 SF

PLAYGROUND COMPARISONS
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POURED-IN-PLACE SAFETY SURFACE ENGINEERED WOOD FIBER MULCH SAFETY SURFACE

SAFETY SURFACING TYPES
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COMMUNITY SURVEY FEEDBACK THUS FAR

MOST DESIRED AMENITIES 

• WHEELCHAIR-ACCESSIBLE

• FENCING

• SHADED AREAS

• QUIET PLAY

• SENSORY, COGNITIVE, IMAGINITIVE, AND COMMUNICATION PLAY

• SEATING

• SAFE AND COMFORTABLE



THANK YOU!
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